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g ifeeutlve RegistiY 

The Director of Central Intelligence 
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OLC #78-301S/b 



5 SEP 1978 


Honorable Birch Bayh, Chairman 
Select Committee on Intelligence 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 


This is in response to your request 
of 22 August for a report on how the Los Angeles 
Times obtained a Confidential White House 
memorandum concerning a satellite spy project 
and a damage assessment on this subject. 

We are making inquiries into this matter 
now, and I will make a report to your Committee 
as soon as possible. 



Yours sincerely, 

/s/ Frank C. Carluool 

STANSFIELD TURNER 

cc : Honorable Edward P. Boland, Chairman 

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 
House of Representatives 
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OFFICER'S COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom 
INITIALS to whom. Draw a line across column ofter each comment.) 


Attached for your 
approval is a memorandum 
recommending that you seek 
Presidential . guidance on 
reporting to SSCI and HPSCI 
on the Los Ange 3 es Times 
story oTT’8 August . ’ Also 
attached, for your ; 

signature, is an interim 
response to Chairman Bayh 
on this subject. 
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Attached is a memorandum 
just received from DDS^T 
on' the security aspects. 
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Daniel Patrick moynihan. n.y. malcolm wallop, wyo, 
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WILLIAM G. MILLER, STAFF DIRECTOR 
EARL D. EISENHOWER, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
(PURSUANT TO S. RES. IW, 1.1H CONGRESS^ 

Washington, d.C. 20510 

August 22, 1978 



IN REPLY PLEASE 
REFER TO Q# L2>7 -1 


Admiral Stansfield Turner 
Director of Central Intelligence 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 20505 

Dear Stan: 

The Los Angeles Times of August 18, 1978 carried 
an article by Jack Nelson which discussed the veto made 
by the President of the Defense authorization bill * ^ The 
article cites the inclusion of a "Top Secret satellite ^ 
spy project considered vital for monitoring Soviet mili- 
tary activities." The article cites as its source a con- 
fidential White House memorandum obtained by the Times 
which was sent to Press Secretary Powell and was written 
by an official in the Office of Management and Budget. 

It appears from the article that this 0MB memorandum 
discusses highly classified and fragile intelligence 
matters . 

The Committee would appreciate a full and detailed 
report how this memorandum was obtained by the Los 
Angeles Times , as well as a damage assessment. 


Sincerely, 



Birch Bayh 
Chairman 


Enclosure 
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BY JACK NELSON - 

TitMoi WasUinston Bu«au Chlrt 


W WASHINGTON - President '.Ca r- 
ter’ s vet o of the d efe nse authorizatio n 
bilfwas designed tohiad off v/Kath e 


MS 


uTLasic national security program s. • 
irrrfrafflgNa to p-secret satellltesp y 
■ Toroject consSeredryital forlncmi tor- 
li igSoyTeTiri i I i tarv. a c t m f L e i c ’ • 
- The veto decision, made Wednes- 
day and carried out, Thursday, was 
described by one top adviser as a 
"watershed” in the Administration’s" 
•relations with Congress. It was also 
. influenced by Carter’s belief that the 
time had come to follow his own po- 
litical instincts and ignore aides who 
: had arged him to avoid any such con- 
frontation. ■ ; . ;• ;V~ :■ 

•; -"l listened to my advisers during 
the past year telling me what to do 
about some of these things and what 
• did it get me? Now I am perceived as 


being weak,” a senior, adviser quoted 
Carter as saying when he reached the 
veto decision at a luncheon meeting 
in the Cabinet room Wednesday. 

'Tm going to follow my own in- 
stincts now because it’s the right 
thing to do,” the President-said, tell- 
ing aides he should have 'done so 
sooner and vetoed several other mea- 
sures he was signed during his tenure 
in office, . ; * 

The bill covers the next fiscal year 
beginning in October. . / . 

; T he spy satellite nroie ch-dc-scxihed. 
as l"an eidfemglylmportant intef- 
Jil'ence nmzra mliuii-JL-xanhdg^ 

• WmiiTflonse .memo^ nd'vn obtained 
■ bv The Timas,, was one of a Ion? list 
of items Congress has sought to da - 
Iete~from this year's defense spending 
plans in order to make way for ~ 1 $2 , 
Please Turn to Page 8, Col. 1 
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